The Case of the Dangerous Detective by Green, Ronald S. & Wittkower, D. E.
Old Dominion University
ODU Digital Commons
Philosophy Faculty Publications Philosophy & Religious Studies
2011
The Case of the Dangerous Detective
Ronald S. Green
D. E. Wittkower
Old Dominion University, dwittkow@odu.edu
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.odu.edu/philosophy_fac_pubs
Part of the Philosophy Commons
This Book Chapter is brought to you for free and open access by the Philosophy & Religious Studies at ODU Digital Commons. It has been accepted
for inclusion in Philosophy Faculty Publications by an authorized administrator of ODU Digital Commons. For more information, please contact
digitalcommons@odu.edu.
Repository Citation
Green, Ronald S. and Wittkower, D. E., "The Case of the Dangerous Detective" (2011). Philosophy Faculty Publications. 25.
https://digitalcommons.odu.edu/philosophy_fac_pubs/25
Original Publication Citation
Green, R. S., & Wittkower, D. E. (2011). The Case of the Dangerous Detective. In J. Steiff (Ed.), Sherlock Holmes and Philosophy (pp.




















P:KG>=:P:R ?KHFfG=BG@ MA> MKNMA;R0BK>LB:L	:IKHIA>MH? 
IHEEH	 :@H=H?  EB@AM:G= MKNMA >LIBM>A:OBG@;>>G MHE=;R







MA> MA>GB:GLe IKHL><NMBHG H?  IABEHLHIA>KL EBD> G:Q:@HK:L	
/H<K:M>L	 :G= KBLMHME> MH MA> .HF:G I>KL><NMBHG H?  >:KER
AKBLMB:GL:G=MH.HF:GAKBLMB:GI>KL><NMBHGH? #GHLMB<L:G=










;NKGBG@ KH<D	A>P:LGeM CNLMF:DBG@: <E:BF:;HNM:LMKHGHFR
HKIARLB<L	 :LP>PHNE= BGM>KIK>M MABL MH=:R.:MA>K	 LBG<> MA>
MA>GB:GLM:M>;:L>=BMLE>@:EMK:=BMBHGHGMA>LMHKB>LH? MA>@H=L
:G=A>KH>L	PA>GG:Q:@HK:LL:B=MA:MMA>LNGP:L:GH;C><M	
GHMIHEEH	A> BFIEB>= MA:MP><HNE=@>M KB=H?  :EE MA> LMHKB>L
H?  MA> LM:M>:G= K>IE:<> MA>FPBMAFHK> L<B>GMBf<DGHPE>=@>
/H	 A>P:L INM MH =>:MA GHM ;><:NL> A> <E:BF>= MA:M MA> LNG
P:L : ;NKGBG@ KH<D	 ;NM ;><:NL> A> NG=>KFBG>= MA> LM:M> ;R





LHF>MABG@FN<AFHK> =BLMBG<MBO> :G= NGNLN:E BG MA>L> <:L>L
5HN L:B= G:Q:@HK:L P:L d>G<HNK:@BG@ MA>GB:GL MH K>C><M
MK:=BMBHGea% LNIIHL> MA:MeL MKN>	 >G<HNK:@BG@ ;R >Q:FIE> B? 
GHMABG@>EL>	;NMA>P:LGeM>Q:<MERE>:=BG@KBHMLBGMA>LMK>>MLc
b*H	MA:MeLMKN>c
bG= MA> >:KER AKBLMB:GL :G= MA> #GHLMB<L :L P>EE MA>R





O:EN>L NG=>KLM:G=BG@ :G= DGHPE>=@> LH AB@AER	 OB>PL LHF>
DGHPE>=@><E:BFL:LNG=>KFBGBG@LH<B>MRBML>E? c




b3AR	 MA>L> <E:BFL:;HNM ?NG=:F>GM:E K>:EBMR :G= K>EB@BHG
:K>GeMMA>LHKMLH? MABG@LMA:M<:G;>=BLIKHO>=c%I:NL>=?HK:
FHF>GMRIKHFIMBG@F>MHMABLK>LIHGL>	3BMMDHP>KA:=@BO>G







H?  &>PL :G= :MA>BLML	 MH MA> BG=BOB=N:EBLF H?  =>FH<K:<R :G=
 ! ! 

WY",)-"(!+)0,-.1









b5>L	 ANG=K>=L %eF LNK> NM I>KA:IL RHN :K> MABGDBG@ H? 
):KQBLFc
b,K><BL>ER %G MA> #HE=>G @> H?  =>M><MBO> LMHKB>L	 FHLM































LMHKB>LaHGER MA> =>M><MBO>	 :L :G HNMLB=>K	 <:G K>IK>L>GM AHP
834>;>6820;;H=:G@>KHNLL>>DBG@DGHPE>=@>BLc
b/H	 >O>G MAHN@A MA>L> @>GK>L :K> JNBM> =B??>K>GM BG MA>BK
FHH= :G= MA>BK LN;C><MF:MM>K	 BG >BMA>K <:L> MA> =>M><MBO> BL
 ! ! 

XP )(&=+((==#/%)2+
:=:G@>KHNLf@NK>;><:NL>A> LAHPL MA:M LH<B>MR BL NGCNLM	 HK
NGCNLMBf>=c
b5>L	#K>>G	RHNeO>JNBM>@HMBMG=	BGMA:MP:R	d/<:G=:E
BG 0A>;>Le G>O>K P:L : =>M><MBO> LMHKR	 ;NM FHK> LBFIER :
MK:@>=R+>=BINLeL LMHKR M>EEL MABLN@ERABLMHKB<:E MKNMA	;NM MA>
LMHKRBLBML>E? I:KMH? MABLLH<B:E<HGMKHEc3BMMDHP>KI:NL>=?HK:
FHF>GM	IK>LLBG@ABLfG@>KMBILMH@>MA>K	:G:;LMK:<M>=EHHDHG
ABL ?:<> b0A>+>=BINLFRMA LI>:DL MA> MKNMAPA>G BM=>IB<ML













LMHKR : MK:@>=R MA> :N=B>G<> BL F>:GM MH B=>GMB?R PBMA ABF	
:G=MHLN??>KPBMAABF	:G=MAKHN@AMA:M	MH;>IK>O>GM>=?KHF
K>;>EEBG@:@:BGLM LH<B>MReL BGCNLMB<>L MA>FL>EO>LKBLMHME><:EE>=
MABL d<:MA:KLBLe % IK>?>K MH <:EE BM dHIIK>LLBHGe :G= dB=>HEH@B<:E
>G?HK<>F>GMe +>=BINL JN>LMBHGL LH<B>MReL ?HNG=:MBHGL	 :G=
=BL<HO>KL:MKNMAA><:GGHM;>:Ka:G=LHP>:K>MHE=G>O>KMH









:II>:EBG@ :G= KHF:GMB< <A:K:<M>K K:MA>K MA:G :P:KGBG@ :G=
<:NMBHG:KRf@NK>	:G=MA>KBL>H?  MA>=>M><MBO>LMHKRF:R;>:




b,>KA:IL	#K>>G	I>KA:IL*HP	 H<MHK	RHN LI>GM MBF> BG
?@A:GBLM:G3A:MBLMA>OB>PH? MA>=>M><MBO>BGLB:GMK:=BMBHGL
H? BGJNBKRc



































RMK:GL<KB;BG@MABL BGMH: E:G@N:@>P>FB@AMNG=>KLM:G=	 MA>
(430BP>K>I>GG>=c











LI>:DLH?  MPH=BLMBG<MI:MAL ?HK<HG=N<MBG@ BGO>LMB@:MBHG	>:<A
PBMABMLHPG:LLNFIMBHGL:G=FHMBO:MBHG;NMNEMBF:M>ERE>:=BG@
MH MA>L:F>HNM<HF>0A>LBFIE>KH?  MA>L> BGOHEO>L=>=N<MBO>
K>:LHGBG@ <HGL>JN>G<> H?  MABL I:MA BG O:KBHNL <NEMNK>L A:L






b/HF>PA:M EBD> $HEF>L	 %e= L:R IIKHIKB:M> ?HK =>:EBG@
PBMAE:K@><KBF>L:G=:<:=>FB<NG=>KM:DBG@Lc
b/HF>PA:MNMPABE> MA> E:K@>K <KBF>LF:R;> LBFIE> MH
LHEO>NLBG@LN<AF>MAH=HEH@R	$HEF>LK>@:K=>=MA>fG>KHG>L:L
FHK>BGM>K>LMBG@'KBLAG:L:RL/:GDAR:eLIKH<EBOBMR?HK?HKFNE:>










:G= MA> NG=>KLM:G=BG@ H? PA:M BL @HH= :K> :<AB>O>= MAKHN@A
F>=BM:MBHG)>=BM:MHKLIKH<>>=?KHFMA>O:GM:@>IHBGMH? L>E?

DGHPE>=@> :G= F:R =BLK>@:K= KNE>L MA:M :II>:K BG =H<MKBG:E
PKBMBG@L	JNBM>:=:G@>KHNLM:LD<HGLB=>KBG@MA>BGLMBMNMBHGLMA:M
I>GG>= :G= IKHM><M>= MA> L:G<MBMR H?  MAHL> =H<MKBG>L /N<A :
I>KLHG:EHG>	A>L:RL	=>L>KO>=MH;><:EE>=:RH@Bc


























>QI>KB>G<> BGM>EEB@B;E> MAKHN@A HK=BG:KR E:G@N:@> MA:M NL>L
LN<A <:M>@HKB>L $HP>O>K	 BG MA> L:F> (430B	 : =B??>K>GM MRI>
H?  =:G@>KHNL =>M><MBO> :II>:KL 0A>L> EHG@
A:BK>= HG>L :K>








b3> fG= LHF>MABG@ H?  : <HNGM>KI:KM BG !NKH
F>KB<:G
EBM>K:MNK> =>M><MBO> LMHKB>L	 BG MA> ILR<AB< =>M><MBO> HK ILR<AB<
PAH:LLBLMLMA>=>M><MBO>ELHMA>b>QBLM>GMB:E=>M><MBO>LcBGMA>
fEFND2:0144BHI>K:M>HNMLB=>F>MAH=LHK=BG:KBER<HGLB=>K>=




b0ABL BGMNBMBO> HK GHG










F>F;>KLH?  MA>@KHNI":ENG#HG@HG<A:K@>LH?  L>=BMBHG ?HK
IK:<MB<BG@:FRLMB<:E ?HKFH? 0:BAB BG MA>I:KDLH? >BCBG@
%M BL BG : LBFBE:K O>BG MA:M MA> EHG@


















bL PBMA MA> HA>FB:G @>GME>F:G	 $HEF>L FB@AM A:O>
=>=N<>=MABLF:LD>=F:GP:LMA>DBG@H? (:GD: BGMA>LHNMA
H? %G=B:c




MAKHN@AMA> ?HK>LMLH?  MA>LN;<HGMBG>GM+GMA>P:RA> ?HKFL
:EEB:G<>LPBMA?HK>LM=P>EE>KLMH;:MME>:G:KK:RH? =>FHGL:G=
>OBE =H>KL	 :EE MA>PABE> @:MA>KBG@ <EN>L :L MH MA>PA>K>:;HNML
H?  ABL ;>EHO>=/BM:0AKHN@AHNM MA> LMHKR	.:F: BL IHKMK:R>=










MA>K>AHP>O>K?M>K MA>BK K>MNKG MH MA>GHKMA:G= LN;L>JN>GM




b% LNIIHL> LN<<NF;BG@ MH ABL <A:KFL F>:GL LA> ;><:F>
:MMK:<M>= MH <A:HL HK :M E>:LM <:F> MH K>C><M <>KM:BG :LI><ML
=>>F>=>LL>GMB:EMH<BOBEBS:MBHGc
b5HNA:O>ABM =BK><MER NIHG MA>F:MM>K0A>=:G@>K ?:<>=
;R.:F:	/BM::G=:EEH? NL:<<HK=BG@MHMA>$0<0H0=0:G=MA>
7060E038C0	 BL0370A<0	 MA>OBHE:MBHGH? =A:KF:HKKB@AM>HNL
=NMR0A>FHMBO:MBG@?:<MHKBGMA>LMHKRBLMA>F:BGM>G:G<>H? 
<HLFB< HK=>K %M BL ?HK MABL MA> L:<KBf<>K D>>IL ABL fK> :;E:S>	















=:G@>KHNL	 KNEBG@ PBMA MKNMA HK ;R NIAHE=BG@ : EB> MH IE:<:M>
LN;C><ML %M BL: LMK:G@>:IIEB<:MBHGH? =>HGMHEH@R BG=>>=	 MABL
LMKB<M:=A>K>G<>MHKNE>L:MMA>>QI>GL>H? ;K>:DBG@:?>Pc
 ! ! 

XU",)-"(!+)0,-.1
bG :EM>KG:M> HNM<HF> MH MA> LMHKR :II>:KL BG MA> K><>GM
$BG=B fEF :=:IM:MBHG <:EE>= $00E0= 0A> fEF ?>:MNK>L MPH
@E:FHKHNL LM:KL	 BLAP:KR: .:B :L : /BM: <A:K:<M>K G:F>=
.:@BGB :G= A>K K>:E
EB?> ANL;:G= ;ABLA>D :<A<A:G :L MA>
.:O:G:I>KLHG:G:F>=>>K:	F>:GBG@K:O>%GMA>fEF	 >O	
:FH=>KGIHEB<>=>M><MBO>PAHL>G:F>F>:GL@H=	K>FBG=BG@
NLH? .:F:	 BGO>LMB@:M>LABLPB?>eLDB=G:IIBG@0ABL E>:=LABF
MH LHNMA %G=B::G= MA> <KBFBG:E>>K:A>A:L BG=B<M>=;>?HK>
>>K: A:L DB=G:II>= >OeLPB?> MH LAHP MA> BGCNLMB<>L H?  MA>
=>M><MBO> I:LM :G= IK>L>GM	 <A:K@BG@ MA:M >O HGER I>KL><NM>L
LHNMA%G=B:GL;><:NL> MA>R:K>IHHK:G=NG>=N<:M>=L MBF>
@H>LHG	.:@BGB<HF>LMHK>:EBS>MA>MKNMABGMABL:G=L>>LMA:M















 ! !	 

